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cases such contraction leads to general instability of the
stellar bodies, and they burst, in brilliant explosions, into
several smaller fragments. Two billion years after the "crea-
tive process" began, we find many of these hydrogen-de-
pleted stellar fragments; they possess extremely high den-
sities and very low luminosities and are known as "white
dwarfs."

But our Sun, which uses its hydrogen supply very
sparingly, is still going strong and plans to live ten times
longer than it has already. It is, however, gradually be-
coming hotter and hotter, and threatens to burn up
everything on the surface of the earth several billion years
hence, before it has passed through the maximum stage of
its luminosity and has begun to contract.

While the old and spendthrift stars die, a number of
new stars are being formed from the gaseous material left
over after the original process of stellar creation. But as
time passes, most of the stars belonging to the innumerable
stellar islands grow older and older.

And the year 13,000,000,000 after the Creation of the
Universe, or A.D. 10,000,000,000, will find infinite space
sparsely filled with still receding stellar islands populated
by dead or dying stars.